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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GVBC PURPOSE 
STATEMENT 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ-like character 
~and serving others in love. 

GVBC MISSION 
STATEMENT 

Helping people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

July 21, 2010 

Issue 14 

Celebrating the Retirement of Pastor Bunso Otani 

Bunso Otani was born in San Gabriel, California and raised in 
Japan. He returned to the United States in 1955. He 
graduated from Pasadena High School, attended Pasadena 
City College, and graduated with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering from California Institute of Technology in 1962. 

While studying at Cal Tech, he was introduced to Christ by 
one of the graduate students and became a believer. This 
was the beginning of his desire to know more about Christ 
and the Bible. 

After graduating Cal Tech, he decided to go to seminary so 
he applied and was accepted to Fuller Seminary. One of the 
elders of the Glendale church he was attending suggested 
going to a 
Bible school in 

Chicago. But he didn’t feel led to 
go to Chicago. The elder also 
mentioned Dallas Theological 
Seminary but wondered if he 
would qualify. Bunso applied and 
was accepted. 

He had no inkling of becoming a 
pastor or missionary. His plan 
was to receive a theological 
education and return home to 
pursue an engineering career. In 
the summer of 1964, an elder of 
the church in Dallas encouraged him to go to Tokyo, Japan to help distribute 
flyers to those attending the Olympic Games. This experience of ministry gave 
him a vision for Japan. 

In his senior year at Dallas, the elder and a missionary to Japan were praying 
about Bunso becoming a missionary to Japan. They felt that Bunso would be an 
effective candidate since he was raised in Japan and already knew the culture 

and language. They approached Bunso to 
consider the position.  After he thought 
about it for a period of months, he wasn’t 
convinced that this was the direction he 
should go. After graduating in the summer 
of 1966, he returned to Pasadena and was 
under a ten month contract to a research 
lab. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Pastor Bunso & Yukimi with their family members 

Pastor Bunso & 

Yukimi Otani 
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He left for Japan in 1967 to do church pioneering work 30 miles northwest 
of Tokyo. A young woman named Yukimi, from San Diego via Los Angeles 
was also making her way to Japan to serve for one year as Rev. Akira 
Hatori’s bilingual secretary. At that time, Rev. Hatori was in charge of 
organizing the 1967 Billy Graham Crusade in Japan. 

One day the wife of a senior missionary called the Billy Graham 
headquarters and was intrigued to find an English speaking Japanese 
woman answering the phone. She made some inquiries because she was 
interested in learning more about Yukimi. She wanted to introduce Bunso to 
Yukimi, but first she had to check her out.  She asked her friend who 
worked in the same building as Yukimi to find out more about her. Yukimi’s 

one year commitment 
became a lifetime one. 
Bunso and Yukimi were 
married October 12, 
1968.They have two 
daughters, Joy and Marybeth 
both born and raised in 

Japan during their twenty years of ministry there. While in 
Japan, the girls went to Christian Academy in Japan, a school 
for missionary children. They have one granddaughter Tiffany. 

Bunso and his family returned to Southern California and 
settled in Gardena after serving in Japan for twenty years. 
While living in Gardena, they attended Gardena Valley 
Baptist Church (GVBC). In 1990, the family moved to 
Fullerton and began attending Orange County Japanese 
Christian Church. 

After working for five years as an industrial engineer, Bunso 
returned to full time Christian service. He served as the 
English speaking pastor at Orange County Japanese Christian 
Church for two years and for six years as the Japanese 
speaking pastor at Santa Clara Japanese Christian Church. 
Bunso returned to GVBC in 2000 to serve as the Japanese 

speaking pastor of our Nichigobu 
congregation. 

During his ministry at GVBC, one 
of the legacies Bunso will be 
remembered for was bringing the 
Japanese and English language groups closer together. He did this was by 
overseeing the translation of the GVBC Constitution into Japanese so Nichigo 
could abide by it as well. In 2001, when we launched our first Nehemiah 
building campaign, he provided great leadership by having all campaign 
materials translated into Japanese so Nichigo was able to be informed and 
involved in the campaign. Bunso also translated and taught the Japanese-
equivalent of our New Members Class 101. A significant coordination 
between our Nichigo and English congregations was Bunso’s willingness to 
have parallel sermon series so that we, as one church in Christ, could be on 
the same page of overall church vision and emphases. We are grateful to 
God for Bunso’s and Yukimi’s ten years of ministry at GVBC! 

(Celebrating the Retirement of Pastor Bunso Otani Continued from page 1) 

Pastor Steve and Nancy Langley 

with Pastor Bunso and Yukimi Otani 

at Pastor Bunso’s retirement dinner 

on Sunday, July 18 

Our fabulous chef, Nick Mura 

Photos by Amy Kushigemachi & Pastor Steve 

Board Moderator Paul Hirano presented the 

gift [pictured below] to Pastor Bunso & Yukimi. 
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COMMUNITY GROUP LEADERSHIP RETREAT 

All Community Group Leaders and co-
leaders are invited to attend our annual 
summer retreat. 

It’ll be held on Saturday, August 7, from 9:00 
AM to 3:00 PM. 

We’ll gather at the beautiful Immaculate 
Heart Retreat House in the Los Feliz area by 
Griffith Park. We hope to introduce a 
different retreat experience here. The retreat 
center is about 20 miles from GVBC off of 
the 5 Fwy. 

Cost of retreat supplies and lunch is covered 
by GVBC! 

Please join us. 

If you have any questions, contact Annette 
Kakimoto. But please RSVP to Jan Magnani 
at jan@gvbc.net no later than August 5. 

Directions and details will be provided. 

Annual Seminarian Scholarship Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 16 
Rio Hondo Golf Club 
10627 Old River School Rd. 
Downey, CA 90241 

Tournament Registration Deadline: August 1 (make checks payable to GVBC) 

10:00 AM:   check-in begins, driving range open 
12:00 PM:   shotgun start 
Awards:     1st thru 5th each flight * 
Fee:            $150.00 
Includes:    shared cart, box lunch, dinner, golf shirt, gift bag, tee prizes, par 3 hole-in-one prizes, new 

2010 Nissan, cash prizes 

Support our seminary students (Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior High, in the spring of 2011 
Priscilla Babila and new seminarian Paul Matsushima). 

Tee Sponsors: You can also contribute as a Tee Sponsor for $100. Your contribution is recognized with 
a sign on the golf course and in the event program. The deadline for Tee Sponsorship is August 1, 2010. 
Contact Tak Shimazaki for Sponsorship info. via the church office or email him at: takshim@yahoo.com. 

Raffle Prizes: Please contribute to our raffle drawing by donating prizes. Contact a committee member. 

Tee Prizes (Door Prizes): Does your company have something that can be given to every golfer? If you 
can donate 150 items, we’d like to include them in the tee bags (door prizes) given. 

*Amateur golfers ONLY are eligible. All unverifiable handicaps will be placed in the Calloway Flight. 

Tournament Chairman: Tak Shimazaki 
Tournament Director: Shigeki Ogata 
Player Registration: Bill & Teresa Louie 
Corporate Sponsor & Banquet: James Hirano 
Volunteers: Frank Nakamura & Richard Imatomi 
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Our 5th annual Ohana (family) Fest community outreach 
took place on a beautiful Saturday morning, July 10. Mas 
Fukai Park was filled with 224 of our neighbors who 
enjoyed games, such as bean bag and ring toss, crafts, 
and balloon art. They were treated to lunch, and during the 
warm afternoon, cooled down with shaved ice. 

GVBC’s Ukulele Jammers and Hula Ministry performed, 
along with the park’s martial arts and dance classes. 
Children’s Ministry took Vacation Bible School sign ups, 
which was offered to our community at a discounted price. 
And, we were able to provide backpacks filled with school 
supplies to children up to 5th grade. 

Some of our neighbors remembered Ohana Fest from 
previous years, and looked forward to it again this year. 
We will follow up with 16 of our neighbors who wanted to 
know more about our church. 

A big THANKS to the Neighborhood Ministry committee 
and to the many GVBCers who volunteered to make this 
year’s Ohana Fest a memorable one for all! 

Barbara Moncada 
Neighborhood Ministry 

OHANA FESTOHANA FESTOHANA FESTOHANA FESTOHANA FESTOHANA FESTOHANA FESTOHANA FEST 

Photos by Silvio Carrara 
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Family News 

Our prayers and condolences goes out to: 

� The family of Nichigo member Kikuyo Miyagishima who passed away on July 5. A private 

service was held on Monday, July 12 at Green Hills Cemetery. Pastor Bunso Otani 

officiated. 

Congratulations to: 

� Dan & Kazumi Itani in the birth of their second child, a boy, Christopher Katsuhiro, who was 
born on Wednesday, July 14. Christopher weighed 6-lbs 11-oz and he was 18.9" long. 

Letters to our family 

� Dear GVBC Family, During the weeks after Nelson’s [Inafuku] passing, my family and I 
were so greatly comforted by your prayers, visits, calls, delicious meals and outpouring of 
love and support. Thank you all for celebrating his life with us and for your generous 
support. The wreath from GVBC was beautiful. We were greatly blessed by your comfort. 
Thank you, JoAnn Inafuku and Family. 

� Dear GVBC and Pastor Stephen Langley, Thank you for all the help given us during the 
most difficult time of our lives [in the passing of their son, Reed Takano]. The prayers, the 
love, the support, the beautiful floral arrangement touched our hears to the fullest. We also 
thank you for the printing of the memorial programs. Steve & Marie Takano and family 

� Dear Members of GVBC, I truly want to thank you all for the beautiful flower you presented 
to me. It was so kind and concerned of you all to remember me at this time of failure to 
attend my church. Also, Thanks for all your prayers and I do hope to get well from this 
soon. My heart goes out to all of you for the many prayers and I am fortunate to have all of 
you as my good friends to help me during this difficult time. Many thanks again for all your 
prayers. I pray to my Lord and Savior to help me get back to my normal self. I am very 
grateful for all the prayers and help I can get. I praise the Lord I can walk and get around 
very well. Love in Christ, Alyce Kuranaga 

Yukimi and I would like to express sincere thanks to all of you for 
helping us celebrate my retirement last Sunday. Such a lavish 
giving of kind words and gifts was simply overwhelming!  Thank 
you. Our special appreciation would go to each member of the 
committee who planned it and to all who worked tirelessly to make it 
happen. 

I am happy that I can retire!  Retirement is a milestone in life. Life is 
full of difficulties and trials and I have had my share. But, I don’t 
think I could have reached this point in life without your help and 

encouragement. At the beginning of my tenure here ten years ago, you invited me as 
a team-member of the staff. Later you began to trust me as a liaison between the two 
great congregations, English-speaking and Japanese-speaking. Thank you for the 
trust. 

The Lord has led me all throughout my life. I am in the process of His remaking me. 
The process will continue on. What He will bring in after retirement is still unknown 
but is full of hope. 

Bunso Otani, Nichigo Pastor 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subject line]. You can 
also call or email the event leaders 
directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net. 
 
� Children’s Ministry 

KidZone (1st- 5th graders), Fridays, 7:00 —   8:30 PM, 
Community Hall. Wear comfortable clothes and gym 
shoes to all events. 
�July 23:  Foxtail Game 
�July 30:  VBS Family Night 
�August 6:  Scavenger Hunt 
�August 13:  Real Dodgeball 
�August 20:  Making ice cream 
�August 27:  Kickball/Basketball 

Contact: Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 
� Choir Practice Resumes 

Just a reminder the adult choir & multi-gen choir will 
resume rehearsals on Thursday, August 5 from 
7:00PM in Room 250. We will rehearse our Christmas 
musical songs so come join us. Contact Patty Yanaga 
via the church office. 

� Youth Summer Camp 
Sunday, August 8 to Friday, August 13, Alpine 
Conference Center, Blue Jay, finished 5th to finished 
11th grades. Contact Daniel Matsuda, Youth Pastor, 
ext. 681, daniel@gvbc.net. 

� Baby Dedication 
Sunday, August 15, both worship services. 

� Getting to Know Us Luncheon 
Sunday, August 15. 

� GVBC Seminarian Golf Tournament 
Monday, August 16, Rio Hondo Golf Club. Applications 
available in the Narthex, the church office, and on our 
website [see article on page 2]. 

� Neighborhood Walk/Prayer Outreach 
Saturday, August 14 & 15 Walk and Saturday, August 
21 Prayer. Contact Bob Matsushima via the church 
office [see article on page 7]. 

� Volunteer Appreciation Sunday 
August 22 (more into to follow) 

� Beachcombers Friendship Night 
Thursday, August 26, 4:30—8:30PM, Community 

Hall. Contact Cindy Matsuda. 

� Classes at GVBC 
�101 Class, Sunday August 29, 12:30 PM. For 
those seeking information about GVBC and who 

would like to become a member and/or be 

baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve Langley and 

Layne Wakuta. 

�301 Class, Sundays of August 29 Part 1 & 
September 5 Part 2, 12:30 PM. Learn about your 

unique spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual 

gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) 

and take the next step in the ministry exploration 

process. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. 

�401 Class, Sunday, August 29, 12:30 PM. 
Teaches you how to redefine your life’s mission 

and how you can live as a witness to Christ. 

Taught by Pastors Daniel Matsuda and James 

Chang. 

�Baptisms Sunday, September 19 during both 
worship services. 

Lunch is provided. Sign up: Register by checking 

off the appropriate box on the back of your 

Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 

or e-mail her at: jan@gvbc.net [Class number in 

the subject line]. 

� Primetimers’ 2010 Calendar of Activities 
�Great Reno Balloon Race & Lake Tahoe, Thursday, 
September 9 — Sunday, September 12. Cost $492 per 
person double occupancy, single occupancy add $150 
(includes gratuity to the bus driver). Payment due: 
August 2. 
�Glory of Christmas at Crystal Cathedral, Sunday, Dec. 
12. Cost: $105 (based on 19-28 participants) includes 
the gratuity to the driver. Please note: price does not 
include dinner. Please eat your dinner prior to boarding 
the bus. We will leave GVBC at 6:00 PM and return at 
10:30 PM. 
Payment due: October 24. 
Make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist 
Church [your event title in subject line]. 
Contact: Keiko or Richard Imatomi via the church 
office. 

� Perspectives 
Mondays starting September 13 — January 10, 2011, 
7:00 — 9:00 PM, Room 218/220. Contact Tom Park. 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful 
Saturday, September 18. We’ll be working in the 
wetland preserve near South Park on Vermont & 
Artesia Blvd. Contact the church office. 

� Baptism Sunday 
September 19. 

� Men’s Retreat 
Saturday, September 25 to Sunday, September 26 at 
Victory Ranch. Contact the church office. 

� Cult & Occults Seminar 
Sunday, September 26, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. 
Contact Marianne Matsuda 

� Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 
� Saturday, October 2, Tijuana 
� Friday, December 17 to Sunday, December 19, 

San Telmo Christmas Mission Trip 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, 
but not required. 
Contact Teresa Matsushima via the church office. 

� Daniel Matsuda’s Ordination 
Sunday, October 10, Community Hall, after second 
service. More info to follow. 

� Storytelling Class 
Sunday, November 7, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. 
Contact Cyril Nishimoto. 

� Election Meeting 
Sunday, November 14 
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Issue 15 will be uploaded to website on 
Wednesday, August 4. Hard copies available 

on Sunday, August 8 in the Narthex. All articles 

should be submitted by Sunday, August 1. 

 

Neighborhood Walk/Prayer Outreach 

Just wanted to remind you all of the pending Neighborhood "Getting-to–know-you Walk” and “Day of Prayer.” 

Walk: August 14 — 10:00AM and August 15 — 12:30PM. We’ll be going out in teams (ages high school and up) 
of two or three. Each team will knock on 10-15 doors in our GVBC neighborhood, introduce themselves, and 
ask, "How can we pray for you?" 

Day of Prayer: August 21 from 7:00AM to 7:00PM, one-hour shifts, multiple people per shift, room 122. We will 
collect the prayer information from the walk and pray for our neighbors. 

Please inform your groups, committees, social network and encourage them to participate. For most of us this 
requires a huge step out of our comfort zone. Please encourage them to do so with the aide of the Holy Spirit. 
They cannot do it on their own, however, EVERYONE can pray! 

Sign up in the Courtyard after the worship services. Extra Prayer/Walk signup sheets are available from Jan in 
the office if you want to hand them out to your group. Your partner in ministry, Bob Matsushima 

Financial Report 
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January - May

Adopted budget

Income

received

Expenses

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 
 

FROM IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 
Margie Ono Jones Ernie Ono 
Ruth Ono Ernie Ono 
Jeanne Kato Sue Oshiro 
Judy Hiroshige Ken Hiroshige 
June Matsunami and 
Fujie Inouye Masao Inouye 
Merrick Yoshida and 
Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Kazumi Yoshida 
Ben Inouye May Minami 
June Inouye May Minami 
Jim & Carole Yamaguchi May Minami 
Ueda Memorial Fund Lois Ueda 
Jean Urabe Ted Urabe 
Gail Hannemann Tad Mukaihata 
Gail Hannemann May Minami 
Kiku Florist Weekly donation of flowers 
Monetary donations given in memory of loved ones go into the College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 
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Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

Bunso Otani, Nichigo Pastor, ext. 676 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680  

James Chang — Assistant Pastor of Young Adults, ext. 682 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Daniel Matsuda, Assistant Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior High, ext 684 (pt) 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Director Early Childhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kyle York, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45 AM, 
Room 201 
 
New Sermon Series: You might have it, but it’s not yours 

 

Sunday, 25 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Part 1 

 
Sunday, August 1/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Part 2 

 
Sunday, August 8 

Pastor Chris Koga ~ Part 3 
Sunday, August 15/Baby Dedication 

 
Sunday, August 15 

Pastor Thien Doan ~ Part 4 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 
Fax: (310) 768-2783 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 


